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What is Drought?
History of NE Drought
Current Drought Levels 
2023 Provincia l Drought Actions
Next Steps



“Drought is a  recurrent fea ture 
of clima te involving a  deficiency 

of precipita tion over an 
extended period, resulting in a  
wa ter shortage for activities, 

communities or aqua tic 
ecosystems.”

  - BC Drought and Water 
Sca rcity Response Plan (2023)
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Drought Response Levels
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Strea mflow Indica tors 
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History of Drought 
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Current Drought Levels 
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2023 Drought Levels 
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2023 Drought Actions 
Outreach 
• Municipa lities and First Na tions 
• Sent volunta ry restrict letters to a ll 

licensees
• Provincia l media  request
• Weekly meeting with fish biologists, 

range, agriculture, BCER, executive, 
RFC 

Compliance 
• Identify wa tersheds of high concern
• Targeted inspections of licensees
• Targeted inspections a t easy access 

points 
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Tempora ry Protection Orders 
Precedence of Rights

Trigger: A licensee with senior 
rights is not able to exercise 
their rights due to decreased 
water availability

•Order junior rights holder to 
cease diverting water, beginning 
with those with the most junior 
rights 

Decla ra tion of 
Water Shortage 

•Trigger: Used when one or 
more streams in an area have 
fallen or are at risk of falling 
below their Critical 
Environmental Flow Threshold

CEF Protection 

•Trigger: Used immediately 
following Declaration of 
Significant Water Shortage

•Regionally significant aquatic 
ecosystem

•Enforcing the CEFT will help 
prevent significant or 
irreversible harm to the aquatic 
ecosystem of the stream

•CEFT takes precedence over all 
water use, and FITFIR can be 
enforced 10



Next Steps
Agricultura l Outreach 

• Consider water storage 
• Funding opportunities 

• Climate Preparedness 

Fisheries 

• Identify sensitive species 
and streams

•Temperature monitoring 

Non- Licensed Users  

•Education and outreach
•Bring into compliance 
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Tha nk you
Liia  Schilds P.Ag
Liia .Schilds@gov.bc.ca
(778) 576-1148
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