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Water Management Overview

• Regulate water use for oil and gas purposes

• Water Licences (WSA S.9) 

• Short-Term Use Approvals (WSA S.10)

• Provincial Environmental Flow Needs (EFN) Policy (WSA S.15)

• How we sustainably manage water for all needs?

• How do we transform data/information into decision making? 
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Water Allocation Principles

• Protect environmental flows for fish and wildlife

• Protect present and future water needs for all users 
and First Nations

• Understand and manage for natural variability and 
future change

• Recognize and respond to unusual low flow conditions 
(e.g. drought)

• Be fully transparent with information and decisions

• Collaborate and innovate
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Monitoring Conditions
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Drought in BC
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34 Provincial Administrative Drought Regions

Drought levels

• Level 0

• Level 1

• Level 2

• Level 3

• Level 4

• Level 5
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Drought in BC
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Current Conditions
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Active and Engaged Water Management

• Prioritize environmental and community water needs

• Issue Directives suspending water use under WSA S10

• Proactive engagement of industry in preparation for the 2024 drought season

• Actively monitor conditions across B.C. and work with provincial staff to identify other basins outside of 
the northeast in need of suspension
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2024 BCER Drought Management Summary
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2024 BCER Drought Management Summary
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2024 BCER Drought Management Summary
At the time of preparing this presentation, several suspensions have been lifted 
and only the following s.10 Directives are in effect:



Thank You
Ryan Rolick, M.Sc., P.Geo.

Hydrologist, BC Energy Regulator

Ryan.Rolick@bc-er.ca
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